ART CART for JANUARY 16, 2012

By Nancy Maxwell

Many of us are Antiques Roadshow fans and I am always interested when they have a painting or other art work as the featured item for discussion.  Who doesn’t wish to buy a five dollar item at a yard sale and find out it is a valuable treasure?  Frequently Art Sanctuary, Art Works, and Maxwell’s Gallery have visitors stop in with a picture and ask “is this valuable?” or “can you tell me what this is worth?”  And the answer from all of us is “No”.  It is not that we don’t want to help or that we aren’t interested but art appraisal is an area of specific expertise.  It takes years of study and specialized training to know what is what in the art world.  I could tell you if I like a painting, probably something about how it was done, and maybe even about when it was done, but I have no credibility when it comes to what it might be worth.  To get that information go to the experts.  A great place to start is at the Indianapolis Museum of Art, where there are people with the training and skill to help you find the information you seek. 

We’ve hit the halfway point in January and the list of events and activities is starting to pick up!

Morgan County Photographers will meet Tuesday, January 17th, at 6pm, at the Mooresville Academy Building, 250 N. Monroe Street, and Mooresville.  This month’s theme is “Holiday Pictures” so bring a few of your favorite shots to share.  For questions or more information call Brian Culp, 317-850-1336, or Tom Zoss, 855-280-3095.  Photographers of all ages and abilities are welcome.

The MHS Orchestra Benefit is Tuesday, January 24th at the Martinsville High School Commons.  They are still looking for donation for this chili supper and silent auction benefit so if you can help out contact Steve Brock at sm_brock15@msnmail.com
Art Sanctuary will start its monthly Critique series on Wednesday, February 8th.  Art Works has opted to discontinue this event so Art Sanctuary is happy to add it to its monthly line up of events.  This is a time to socialize with other artists of all skill levels, working in all types of media, and discuss your work, any problems you might be having, and get suggestions from a group in a supportive, positive atmosphere. 

Calling all 2-D artists!  Plan to enter a floral themed work in the “Festival of Flowers” event at Art Sanctuary in February.  Turn in date is Saturday, February 4th and details are on the website, www.artsanctuaryindiana.com, as well as those for the April Gallery Show.  These shows are open to the public to enter and the February show will be the décor for the 3rd Annual Valentine Dinner at Art Sanctuary hosted by Rediscover Martinsville.  For information on this event contact Jackie Blackwell, Ron Stanhouse, or visit www.rediscoverhistoricmartinsville.com 

Register now for “Family Tree” a wine tasting and painting event on Saturday, February 11th, taught by Sally Hedges.  This event will be a step by step painting event that even beginners can enjoy while sampling wines and enjoying some hors d’oeuvres.  This is also a good occasion to check out Art Work’s new location at the Boondoggle Barn on Burton Lane.  Call Sally at 765-792-0328 for more information and to register.

I am watching the progress at Blackwell’s on the corner of Main and Morgan as that space transitions from Jackie Blackwell’s shop to Suzanne Lawler’s Everything’s A Canvas Studio.  Suzanne’s great mural painting skills are already evident in the window décor.  Jackie Blackwell will still be handling the consignment area for awhile which features paintings, rugs, pottery, etc. from other area artists.  And there is now renovation on another corner as Artwork by Elizabeth at the Main and Jefferson corner undergoes an interior facelift.  The windows at Elizabeth’s are always so well done; I frequently peek through the glass to see what she is working on.  Looks like we will soon be able to shop there for her unique creations!  If you haven’t stopped it at The Art Place on down the block at the corner of Morgan and Sycamore be sure to do so.  This is Gretchen Ten Eyck Hunt’s gallery and studio and is a beautiful space open to viewers.  Grab a cup of coffee and a sweet roll at Café 166 while you are in the art neighborhood!

While you are in the neighborhood come around and say “Hi” at Art Sanctuary, studio 001A/B and give me your information to advertise here in The Art Cart.  I will be painting or adding creatures to the Sock Monkey Jungle, and Christine Maxwell will be weaving and we’ll have the coffee pot on!  

artcartmartinsville@gmail.com 

